f 


Religious 


COLLEGES- 

Efperially  of 

YALE -COLLEGE 


N 


E  W 


HAVEN 


Its  the  Colony  of 

c  j©  0  0  e  c  %  3  €  a  %. 

By  T  H  0  M  A  S  CLAP,  A.  M. 

Prefident  of  Yale-College. 


i 


THE 


Ecclefiaftical  Conftitution 


OF 

COLLEGES 


T‘  he  .original  End,  and  Defign  of  Colleges 
was  to  Inftrud,  Educate,  and  Train  up 
Perfons  for  the  Work  of  the  Miniftry. 
The  Council  of  Cabilone,  A.  D.  813. 
Decreed,  that  the  Bi/hops  Jhould  Confiitute  Schools ,  or 
Colleges,  in  which  the  Doflrines  of  Scripture  Jhould  be 
taught ,  and  fuch  may  be  Educated ,  of  whom  it  may 
be  defervedly  faid ,  by  the  Lord ,  Ye  are  the  Sait 
of  the  Ea.  th  ;  and  who  may  teach  the  People ,  &c. 
Harduini  Colledlio  Conciliorum,  Vo!.  4.  P.  1032. 
A  Houfe  with  the  Appendages,  in  which  Students 
live,  and  ftudy,  under  the  lnftrudion  and  Govern¬ 
ment  of  a  President,  &c.  is  called  a  College.  And 
if  fuch  a  Political  State  is  formed,  or  even  de¬ 
signed  to  be  formed,  it  is  called  a  College  in  Re- 

A  2  putation , 


putaticr ?,  before  the  Houfe  is  adually  built.  Coke 


Reports  106,  and 


IO»  33 


OrHf  r  nhc  I?  ft  und^rtakes  t0  Form,  Eftablifh  and 
Urder  a  College,  and  gives  Something  for  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  it,  is  called  the  Founder,  Woods  Infinities, 

S  Cchr  Ic.\  ^P-  33-  Who  commonly  de- 

and  Ord^  ff  CC‘aL  DefiSn’  and  make  fome  S‘atutes 
and  Orders,  for  the  future  Regulation  of  it  ;  which 

bv  thlT^  m°  **  'wMaMy,  and  facredly  obferv’d, 
by  the  fucceflive  Governors.  My  Lord  Chief  Juflice 

d?.  C  fa>'s»  That  Colleges,  and  Hofpitals ,  are  wholly 

JwhSi  !h  r"  LTS'  ?UUS'  Statutes>  and  Ordinances 
ithtco  the  Founder  ordains  ;  and  to  the  Vifitor  whom 

h\L-fP°!ntS'  Raymonds  Reports,  Vol.  i.  p.  g 

S/tf/wV’*  Bnerryc  i694‘  And  fo  Bifhop 
Stilling  fleet ,  in  his  Speech  in  the  Houfe  of  Lord*1. 

0  *  3 •  P-  878 ■  Statutum  Templariorum.  ij  Edward 

2.  fays,  “  That  the  Godly  and  Worthy  Will  of 

the  Givers,  (  i.  e.  The  Founders  )  j3 

anvays  to  be  obferv’d,  perform’d  and  reJiei- 

oufly  executed.  See  Coke  8  Rep.  132.  Pultons 
hto.tutes .  0 


1  { 


cc 


r  ,King  James  2-  commanded  the  Fellows 

ot  Magdaiene  College,  to  ehoofe  Mr.  Fanner,  for 

their  Prefident,  they  refufed  to  do  it  ;  bccaufie  he 
was  not  qualified,  according  to  the  Statutes  of  the 
bounder  •  which,  they  fay,  they  were  bound  in 
Duty,  and  Confidence  to  obfierve  -,  and  this  Point  of 
Law  is  fo  fiacred,  that  they  were  juftified,  even  in 
Di (obedience  to  the  King.  Complete  Hifi.  of 
England.  .Vol.  3.  Coke  11  Rep.  73. 


If  the  Founder  of  a  College,  a£s  in  his  private 
Capacity,  then  his  Heirs ,  and  if  in  a  public  Ca¬ 
pacity,  or  Body  politick,  then  his  or  their  Succeffors 
are  called  Vifitors  *,  and  have  Power  to  fee  that  the 
Defign,  and  Statutes  of  the  Founder ,  are  obfetv’d. 
Jacob9 s  Law  Dift.  Woods  Injlit .  p.  1x5. 

A  Number  of  Colleges,  together  under  one 
common  Government,  by  a  Chancellor,  is  called  a 
Univerfity.  Yet,  one  large,  and  well  governed 
College,  having  no;  other  in  the  fame  City,  has  the 
Name,  and  Privileges  of  a  Univerfity  ;  as  in  Dublin , 
and  Glafgow. 

Colleges  have  been  Eftablifhed  in  the  prefen t 
Form,  about  500  Years.  Before  that  Time,  Per- 
fons  were  ordinarily  trained  up  for  the  Ministry, 
by  the  Clergy,  in  the  Monafteries  ;  which  in  lo me 
Places,  by  degrees,  grew  up  into  Colleges.  They 
being  of  a  religious  Nature,  and  Defign  •,  were  for 
many  Years,  eftablifhed  by  Powers,  and  Charters, 
granted  by  the  Ecclefiaftical  Authority.  Bifhop 
Stillingfleet  fays,  they  were  at  jirft  fet  up  by  the 
Bifhop s  v  as  appears  by  many  Decrees  of  Councils , 
about  the  Time  of  Charles  the  great  \  who  was  a 
great  Patron  of  Learning.  See  Harduini  Collec. 
Condi.  Vol.  5.  p.  94,  and  400.  Stiliingfleet’s 
Work,  Vol.  3.  p.  883. 


None  were  admitted  into  any  Office,  of  Inftruc- 
tion,  or  Government,  but  Minifters  \  and  few  to  be 
Students,  but  fuch  as  were  probably  defignM  for 
the  Miniftry.  After  fome  Years,  Charters  were 
granted  by  the  civil  Authority,  with  additional 

Powers 


Powers,  and  Privileges.  And  fince  the  Reforma¬ 
tion,  it  has  been  refolv’d,  that  the  Conftitution  of 
Colleges,  depends  on  the  civil  Powers,  tho’  in 
the  Hands  of  Ecclefiaftical  Perfons,  for  Spiri¬ 
tual  Purpofes.  Bifhop  Stillingfleet  p.  884,  fays,  a 
Corporation,  takes  it’s  Denomination,  from  the 
greater  Number  -,  and  therefore  the  Univerftties ,  are 
ejleemed.  Parts  of  the  Ecclefu ftical  Body.  So* Dr. 
Ayliff  Hift.  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  Vol.  2.  p.  52. 
Every  College,  or  Univerfity,  is  a  diftindt  Corpora- 
t[on ,  or  Government ,  by  it  felf,  under  the  fupreme 
civil  Authority,  and  hath  Power  to  choofe  their 
own  Officers,  and  to  make  their  own  Laws,  and 
have  Jurifdidlion  in  all  CaUfes  Ecclefiaftical ,  and 
Civil,  (  except  Felony,  Mayhem,  and  Freehold,  ) 
where  any  Member  of  the  Univerfity  is  concern'd. 
IVoods  Inftit.  p.  548,  Jacobs  Law  Didiionary.  Bifhop 
Stillingfleet  p.  883.  The  Vice-Chancellor  is  vefted 
wi  th  an  Episcopal  Powery  over  the  Univerfity  ;  and 
is  Subjeft,  to  no  Ecclefiaftical  Authority,  but  the 
Arch*  Bifhop  of  Canterbury.  IVoods  Inft9  549.  Annals 
of  Univerfity  College ,  251. 

Colleges,  are  Religious  Societies^  of  a  Superior 
Nature  to  all  others.  For  whereas  Parifhes,  are 
Societies,  for  training  up  the  common  People  *,  Colleges, 
are  Societies  of  Miniftersy  for  training  up  Perfons 
for  the  Work  of  the  Minijlry .  And  therefore  <2// 
thdr  Religious  Injlrufttcns,  Worfhip,  and  Ordinances , 
are  carried  cny  within  their  own  Jurifdi£licny  by 
their  own  Officers ,  and  under  their  gwu  Regulation . 
As  moft  fully  appears,  by  the  Statutes  of  the  Uni¬ 
verfity  of  Oxford,  at  large,  Titulo.  16.  containing 
various  Orders,  and  Regulations,  for  that  Purpofe. 

Jacob's 


Jacob's  Law  Dictionary,  under  the  Word  Cbappel , 
fays  “  That  the  particular  Colleges,  in  the  Uni- 
verfities,  have  Chappels  belonging  to  them,  which 
are  confecrated,  and  the  Sacraments  are  admini- 
ftred  in  them,  yet  they  are  not  Subjedt  to  the 
Biftiop,  but  to  the  Founder.  ”  See  alfo  Fullers 
Hift.  of  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge  p.  33,  38,80, 
140,  155* 

The  Univerfities,  in  Scotland,  have  as  great,  or 
greater  Privileges,  than  thofe  in  England.  Cham - 
berlain' s  prefent  State  of  Great-Britain,  p.  14.  in 
the  latter  End,  fays,  that  they  enjoy  all  the  Privi¬ 
leges^  Liberties ,  Immunities ,  and  Exemptions  enjoyed 
by  any  Univerfity  whatfoever  \  particularly,  the  Uni¬ 
verfities  of  Paris ,  and  Bononia.  And  that  there 
are  Eight  Chaplains ,  to  Officiate  in  the  Chappell  of 
the  Univerfity  of  Aberdeen .  See  alfo  p.  434,  Their 
Worfhip,  is  wholly  under  their  own  Regulation, 
and  they  are  not  fubjedt,  to  any  particular  Parifn, 
or  Prefbytery  ;  but  only  to  the  general  Afiembly, 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland  ;  to  which,  they  fend  a 
Prefident,  or  Profeffor,  in  the  Quality  of  a  Mini- 
fter,  as  Prefbyteries  do.  p.  32. 

Religious  Worfhip,  Preaching,  and  Inflrudliom 
on  the  Sabbath,  being  one  of  the  mod  important 
Parts,  of  the  Education  of  Minifters ;  it  is  more 
neceflary,  that  it  fhould  be  under  the  Condudt,  of 
the  Authority,  of  the  College,  than  any  other 
Part  of  Education.  The  Preaching,  ought  to  be 
adapted,  to  the  fuperior  Capacity,  of  thofe,  who 
are  to  be  qualified,  to  be  InJlruSlors  of  others  ;  and 
upon  all  Accounts  Superior ,  to  that,  which  is  or- 
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dinarily  to  be  expefted,  or  indeed  requifite, 
common  Parifli.  4  ’ 


in  a 


*  < 


li^re  are  many  different  Principles,  in  Religion, 
and  Kinds  of  Preaching,  which,  when  they  are  in 

anJ^-  ^  ^fee  fault>\  cannot  always  be  eafily  re¬ 
medied,  by  Complaint  to  any  other  Authority.  And 
therefore,  every  religious  Society,  naturally  choofes, 
as  far  as  may  be,  to  have,  the  Nomination  of 
their  own  Minifter.  And  this  is  much  more  ne- 
ceiiary  in  a  College,  where  the  Preaching,  is  of  fuch 
general  Importance,  to  a  whole  Country  j  and  fuch 
ipecial  Care,  fliould  be  taken,  that  it  be,  upon  all 
Accounts,  of  the  left  Kind.  And  it  cannot  be 
reafonable,  nor  fafe,  that  any  particular  Parifh, 
efpecially,  that  which  happens  to  be  the  neareft  to 
a  College,  fliould  appoint  the  Minifter  for  it. 


By  Statute  3  James  i.  c.  5.  x  King  William,  and 
13  Ann,  c.  14.  The  Univerfities,  in  fome  Cafes, 
are  impower.ed,  to  nominate  Minijlers,  for  particular 
Parifhes ;  but  no  Parifli  hath  Power  to  nominate  a 
Minifter,  for  a  Univerfity  •,  this  being  always  done, 
by  the  Univerfity  it  felf.-  Unlefs,  perhaps,  he  may 
be  fometimes  nominated,  by  him,  who  makes  a 
Donation  for  his  Support,  with  the  Approbation, 
of  the  Univerfity. 

And  where,  as  it  generally  happens,  there  are 
lundry  Places  of  Worfhip,  in  the  City,  where  a 
College  is  •,  if  the  Students  fhould  difperfe  to  all, 
and  every  one  of  them,  this  would  break  up  all 
order  in  the  Society,  and  defeat  the  Religious 
Defign,  and  Inftrudtions  of  it. 

The 
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The  Univerfity  of  Oxford ,  (  as  appears  by  their 
own  Laws,  )  allow  none  of  their  Members ,  to  go 
from  their  *  stew  Churches ,  Chappels ,  tfr  Places  of 
fVorJhip,  to  any  other  Church ,  0/*  Penalty  cf  cor - 
poral  Punifhment,  on  all  Undergraduates  \  and  Three 
Shillings,  and  Four- pence  Sterlings  on  all  others . 
Stat.  Univerf.  Oxford.  Tit.  16.  Sec.  ic. 

'  But  fometimes,  particularly  on  E after  Sunday , 
the  whole  Univerfity,  '  does  not  meet  together,  but 
the  Members,  of  each  College,  meet  by  themjelves ; 
and  have  a  Sermon,  and  the  Sacrament,  in  their  own 
] particular  Chappels.  Sec.  ’2. 

And  not  only  the  Colleges  ;  but  all  the  larger 
Hofpitals,  in  Great  Britain  ;  have  their  diftintt 
Chaplains,  and  Worfhip.  See,  prefent  State  cf  Great 
'Britain,  in  the 'Lifts.  It  being  a  Maxim,  which 
runs  through  all  moral  Nature  ;  that,  every  dijlinli 
Society,  Founded  for  Religious  Purpofes  ;  is,  or  at 
leaft  may  be,  a  D  ft  in  Si  worfhipping  Jjfembly. 

Y  ale-Coll  ege  in  N ew- Haven  ;  does  not 
come  up,  to  the  Perfe&ion,  of  the  Ancient  Eftab- 
lifhed  Univerfities,  in  Great  Britain ;  yet,  would 
endeavour,  to  Imitate  them,  in  mofl:  things,  as  far, 
as  its  prefent  State,  will  admit  of. 

It  was  Founded,  A.  D.  1701.  By  Ten 
Principal  Minifters,  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut; 
upon  the  Deftre,  of  many  other  Minifters,  and 
People  in  it ;  with  the  Licence,  and  Approbation, 
of  the  General  Jffembly.  Their  main  Defign,  in 
that  Foundation ,  was  to  Educate  Perfons,  for  the 
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Minifiry  ef  tbefe  Churches,  commonly  called  Pref- 
byterian ,  or  Congregational,  according  to  their  own 
Do  Urine,  Difcipline,  and  Mode  of  IVorJhip. 

The  firft  ACt,  or  Charter,  of  the  General  Affem- 
bly,  is  predicated,  “  Upon  the  Defire  of  feveral 
“  well  difpos’d  Perfons,  of  their  Sincere  Regard 
“  to,  and  Zeal  for,  the  Upholding,  and  Propa- 
“  gating,  the  Chriftian,  Proteftant  Religion  j  by  a 
“  Succefiion,  of  Learned,  and  Orthodox,  Men  j  . 

“  That  Youth,  thro’  the  Ble fling  of  God,  might 
“  be  fitted,  for  Public  Imployment,  in  Church ,■  and 

State  5  '  ?  • 

“  -And  that,  all  due  Encouragement,'  might 
“  be  given,  to  fuch  pious  Refolutions  ;  .and  that 
“  fo  necefiary,  and  Religious  an  Undertaking,  may 
“  be  Forwarded  ; 

“  Full  Liberty  is  given,  to  the  faid  Ten  Mi- 
“  nifters  nominated,  ;  (  and  to  their  Succeflors, 

chofen  by  themfelves  .  )  to  F  O  U  N  D, 
“  Ere 51,  Order,  arid  Govern,  a  Collegiate- School  % 

“  In  all  Ways,  and  Manners ;  and  by  fuch  Offi - 
<c  cers,  appointed  by  them,  as  (hall,  according  to 
4<  their  Difcretion,  be  mod  conducive,  to  attain  the 
“  Ends  aforefaid.  **  * 

t 

And  in  the  Charter  1745,  it  is  particularly- 
mentioned  ;  .  46  That,  they  fhall,  have  Power  to 

choofe, 

-ProfelTors. 

-  *  *  &  1 

“And 

4*  ♦ 
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“  And  all  other  Officers,  ufually  appointed  m 
“  Colleges,  ox.UniverJities. 

* 

The  Aft,  1753,  has  this  Preamble  ;  44  Whereas* 
“  one  principal  End,  propofed,  in  Erefting,  and 
“  Supporting,  Yale-Corcge  ;  was,  to  Supply  the 
“  Churches  of  this  Colony,  with  a  Learned,  Pious, 
“  and  Orthodox  Miniftry  ;  to  which  Purpofe,  it 
“  is  requifite,  that  the  Students  of  the  faid  College, 
44  fhould  have  the  beft  Iriftruftions,  in  Divinity  ; 
44  and  the  -  beft  Patterns  of  Preaching,  -fet  be- 
44  before  them.  99 
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“  And  whereas,  the  Setling,  a  Learned,  Pious, 
and  Orthodox,  Profejfer  of  Divinity ;  would 
greatly  tend,  to  promote,  that  good  End,  and 
lien, 


99 


&  f  { 


The  Founders,  at  their  firft  Meeting,  in  17  01  j 
make,  a  Formal  Foundation,  of  the  College,  by  an 
Exprefs  Declaration  ;  and  giving,  a  Number  of 
Books,  for  a  Library  %  and  declare.  That,  44  Their 
64  End,  and  Defign  in  it  *  is,  to  propagate,  the 
44  blefied,  Reformed,  Proteftant  Religion ,  in  the 
Purity ,  of  it's  Order ,  and  Worjhip.  And  pro¬ 
ceed,  to  give  fundry  Rules,  and  Orders,  particularly, 
44  That  the  Students,  fhould  be  well  Inftrufted, 
44  in  the  Principles,  of  Religion  ;  and  grounded,  in 
polemical  Divinity.  **  Particularly  Prefcribing, 
what  Books  of  Divinity,  they  fhould  Recite  ;  and 
no  other ,  but  fuch ,  as  the  Truftees  Jhould  order  *  and* 
that  fpecial  Care,  fhould  be  taken,  in  the  Education, 
of  the  Students,  not  toluffer  them,  to  be  Inftrufted, 
in  any  different  Principles,  or  Doftrines  j  and  that, 
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rii  proper  Meafures,  fbould  be  taken,  to  promote 
the  I  ower,  and  Purity ,  of  Religion  \  and  the  Peace  * 
and  befit  Edification ,  of  thofie  Churches .  And  par- 
ticularly  Order,  that  the  Students ,  Jhould  attend , 
Mornings  and  Evening  Prayers ,  and  other  religious1 
Exercijes  ;  W  efpeciaUy,  the  IVorfihip  of  God,  on  the 

Lord  s  Day  *,  on  Penalty,  .not  exceeding, ^Six-pence* 
Sterling. 

The  preflnt  Governors, **  of ’ the  College;  efteenr 
themfelyes,.  bound  by  Law-,  and  the  more  fiacredt 
'lies  cf  Confidence ,  Fidelity  to  their  Frufii ,  *wr-' 

milted  to  them,  by  their  Predecefifors ;  to  purfue,  and 
carry  on,  the1,  pious  Intention,  andDefrgn,  of - 
the  Founders  ;  and  to  improve,  ail  the  College  Efiated 
defeended  to  them,  for  that  purpofev  -  And  there¬ 
fore,  about  feven  Years  ago  ;  began,  to  jay  a  Fundjp 
for  the  Support,  of  a  Projefijor ,*  efi  Divinity,  in  the 
College  and  being,  of  late  Years,  more  fenfible,  ' 
of  the  Necffifiity  of  it  yYrom,  the  unhappy,  divided* 
Circumftancesv  of  New-  Haven'  %  and  having 
ceiv’d,  feme  large  Donations ;  from  the  Honourable 
Mr.  Living fion ,  and. .Mr.  Clarke ,  for -that  Purpofe  y  . 
and  Leafed  out,  >  fome  of  the  College  Lands  ;  have 
determined,  to  fettle,  fuch  a  Pro  ft  fior  ;  as  foon,  a<y 
by  Leafing  more  of  the  faid  Land,  or  other,  ways,, 
a  competent  Support,  can  be  .obtained.  , 

In  the  mean  Time,  they  \have  defired,  the  Pre ** 
fident  \  with  fome  A  (Ti Ranee,  from  themfelves,  and 
others  ;  to  carry  on  the  Work,,  of  a  Profefior,  of 
Divinity  ;  by  Preaching*  in  the  College  Hall,  every 
Lord’s  Day.  Bring  hereunto,  fufbciently  warranted, 
from,  the  original  Nature,  Defign,  and  Pra&ice  of 

Colleges,  , 


Colleges,  and  Univerfities  •,(  which  are,  fuperior  So¬ 
cieties,  for  Religious  Furpofes  *,  )  and,  the  feveral 
fpecial  Claufes,  in  the  Adis,  of  the  General  Affembly  ; 
That  fo,  the  Students,  may  have  the  Advantage, 
of  fuch  Preaching,  and  Inftrudtion,  as  is  left  adapted, 
to  their  Capacity,  Spate,  and  Deftgn. 

\ 

The  Governors,  of  the  College,  cannot,  confident,  - 
with  the  Truft  - committed,  to  them  ;  give  up,  the 
ordinary,  public  Inftruftion,  of  the  Students  •,  efpe- 
cially,  in  Matters  of  Divinity  ;  to  any,  but  their  own 
Officers ,  and  Subftitutes For,  they  can  have,  no 
fufficient  Security,  as  fuch  Governors,  that  others 
who  are  not,  of  their  Nomination,  and  under  their 
Authority,  will  Teach,  or  lnftru£t,  according,  to  the’ 
Defign,  ot  the  Founders  :  and,  if  they  fhould  deviate 
Irom  it  •,  the  Governors^could  have,  no  Authority, 
to  prevent  it,  And,  upon  that  account,  it  is  moref 
nectffary,  that  the  Governors,  of  the  College, 
fhould  nominate  the  Preacher  to  it,  than  any  other 
Officer ,  or  Inftrufldr^ 

Particularly,  it  cannot  be  reafonable-;  that,  either 
of  the  three,  religious  Affemblies,*  in  New  Uhven , 
fhould  choofe,  a  Minifter,  for  the  College  ;  or  that/ 
the  College,  fhould  be  obliged,  to  attend  upon  fucif 
Preaching,  as  they,  or  cither  of  them,  fhould  choofe. 
They  would  not  allow,  that  the  College,  fhould 
choofe  a  Minifter  for  them  •,  much  lefs,  is  it  reafon- 
able,  that  they,  fhould  choofe’ a  Minifter,  for  the 
College  ;  which  is  a  religious  Society,  of  a  fuperior, 
more  general,  and  more  important  Nature; 
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This  would  be,  to  fubjeft  the  College,  to  a 
Jurifdl<5llOn  out  of  itfplf*  in  #-k«  n  •  * 

Pninf  nf  V  I  A-  . clt  5  ,in  the  moft  important 

cie  v  rrRH  p  rUtl,°n’  3nd  And  no  So¬ 

ciety,  or  Body  Politick,  can  be  fafey  but  only  in  it’s 

rVpS’  a ,^>r‘nciPic  of  felf-Pretervation}  and  a  Power, 

subnC:M;n«g  for  - 


Indeed,  as  the  College,  receives  it’s  Charter,  and 
rare  of  it  s  Support,  from  the  Government  5  it  is- 
necefianly,  dependent  upon  them  v  and  under  their 
lJiredion  ;  and  muft  choofe,  fuch  a  Minifter  as  is 
*.greea  e  to  them  ;  or  otherwife.  they  may,  withdraw 
their  fpecial  Protedion,  and  Support.  And  it 

Aa^n0t^reaf°nably5  be  fuPPos’d  ;  that,  the  General 
A lTernbly,  would  negled,  this  part,  of  their  Super- 

intendency  ;  and  fuffer  it,  to  be  exercifed,  by  any, 
particular  Parifh.  For,  by  this  means,  it  might 
calily  happen,  that  the  College,  might  be  fubjeded5 
to  fuch  Preaching,  as  would  be  contrary,  to  the 
Minds,  of  the  Generality,  of  the  Colony  5  as  well, 
as,  the  Defign,  of  the  Founders. 


Some  indeed,  have  fuppofed,  that,  the  only  Defign 
of  Colleges,  was  to  teach  theArts,  and  Sciences  ;  and 
that  Religion,  is  no  part,  of  a  College  Education  \ 
And  therefore,  there  ought  to  be,  no  religious  Wor- 
fhip  upheld,  or  enjoined,  by  theLawsof  the  College  ; 
but  every  Student,  may  Worfhip,  where,  and  how,  he 
pleafeth  ;  or,  as  his  Parents,  or  Guardian,  (hall  dired. 

But,  it  is  probable,  that  there  is  not  a  College,  to 
be  found  uponEarth,  upon  fuch  a  Conftitution  •,  with¬ 
out  any  Regard,  to  Religion,  And  we  know,  that 

Religion, 
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Religion,  and  the  Religion  of  thefe  Churches,  in 
particular  ;  both,  as  to  DoRrine ,  and  Difcipline ,  was 
the  main  Defign,  of  the  Founders ,  of  this  College  ; 
(  agreeable,  to  the  minds,  of  the  Body ,  0///^  People  ;) 
and,  this  Defign,  their  Succeflfors,  are  bound  in 
Duty,  to  purfue.  And  indeed,  Religion,  is  a 
matter,  of  fo  great  Confequence,  and  Importance  * 
that,  the  Knowlege,  of  the  Arts,  and  Sciencies,  how 
excellent  foever,  in  themfelves,  are  comparatively, 
worth  but  little,  without  it. 


it  has  been  alfo  Suppofed,  that  every  Student, 
might  be  obliged,  to  attend,  upon  fome  Religious 
Worjhip ,  where  he  (hall  fee  caufe  ;  or  where,  his 
Parents  may  order,  or  permit  *,  and  that,  a  Monitor, 
may  be  appointed,  in  each  Aflfembly,  in  the  Town  ; 
with  Penalties,  for  non  Attendance.  But,  to  thofe, 
who  underftand,  and  confider,  the  Nature  of  College 
Government  \  fuch  a  Scheme,  plainly  appears,  Im- 
pra&ible.  It  is  found,  by  Experience  ;  that  no  Un¬ 
dergraduate  Monitor,  can  be  fully  depended  u-pon  : 
aad  that,  it  is  abfolutely  Neceflary,  for  the  Gover¬ 
nors,  of  the  College,  to  be  prefent  •,  and  (tri&ly 
obferve,  the  Attendence,  and  Behaviour,  of  the 
Students  \  with  their  own  Eyes .  And,  when  any 
Parent,  puts  his  Child  to  School  *,  to  Apprentice  ; 
or,  into  any  other  Family  ;  or  Society,  whatfoever, 
he  rejigns  up ,  the  Exercife,  of  his  parental  Govern¬ 
ment ;  fo  far,  as  relates  to,  the  Conftitution,  and 
Order,  of  that  Society.  And  no  Parent,  can  have 
a  Rights  to  put  his  Child,  to  be  a  Member,  of  any 
Society  ;  and  then,  order  him,  to  break  the  Laws , 
and  Rules  of  it  :  for,  this  would  be  deftru&ive. 


mm 
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-to,<  the  very  Nature,  and  Fundamental  Con'ftifUticn. 
-of  all  Societies. 
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And,  if  Parents,  have  a  Right,  to  order,  what 
Worfhip,  their  Chil  ren  fhall  attend,  at  College  •,  it 
would  take,  •  the  Power,  wholly  out,  of  the  Hands, 
of  the  Authority,  of  College,  as  to  matters  of  Re¬ 
ligion  ;  and  there  may  be,  as  many  Kinds,  of  Reli¬ 
gious  Worfhip,  at  College  •,  as  there  are,  different 
Opinions,  of  Parents. 

And,  if  Parents,  give  the  'Law  ;  they  muft  alfo, 
affix  the  Penalty  \  and  indeed,  inflict  it  themfelves . 
But  Parents,  at  a  Diftance,  cannot,  Govern  their 
Children,  at  College  ;  neither,  is  it  practicable,  that, 
they  fhould  give,  fuch,  a  juft  Syjtem  of  Rules ,  as 
the  Authority,  of  College  can>  or  oughts  to  put  in 
Execution. 

For,  we  may  fuppofe,  for  Inftance  ;  that,  there 
may  be,  an  Aflembly,  of  Jews,  or  Arrians ,  in 
New- Haven  ;  and  then,  the  Authority,  of  College, 
may  be  obliged,  to  .punifh,  the  Students,  for  not 
attending,  fuch  a  Worfhip,  as  they  efteem,  to  be 
worfe  than  none ;  and  fuch,  as  they  are  obliged,  by 
the  Statutes,  of  the  Founders ,  not  to  permit,  the 
Students,  to  attend  upon. 

It  has  been  faid  *,  that.  Liberty  of  Conference , 
ought,  to  be  allowed  to  all  ;  to  Worfhip,  as  they 
pleafe. 

Upon  which,  it  has  been  confidered  ;  that,  the 
College  ads,  upon  the  Principles,  of  Liberty,  of 

Ccnlcience, 
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Confeience,  in  the  fulleft  Senfe  j  and  fuppofe,  that 
any  Man,  under  the  Limitations  of  the  Law  % 
may  Found  a  College,  or  School,  for  fuch  Ends, 
and  Purpofes  ;  and  upon  fuch  Conditions,  ana 
Limitations,  with  Refpeft  to  thofe,  who  are  allow  d, 
the  Benefit  of  it,  as  he  in  his  Confeience ,  ihah 
think  beft.  And  that  bis  Confeience,  who  has  the 
Property,  of  a  Thing  ;  or  gives  it,  upon  Conditions  ; 
ought  to  Govern,  ia  ail  Matters,  relating  to  the 
Ufe,  of  that  thing  •,  and  not,  his  Confeience,  who 
is  allowed,  to  take  the  Benefit;  who,  has  no  Right 
to  it,  but  according  to  the  Will,  and  Conditions 
of  the  Proprietor,  or  Donor.  And  Liberty  of 
Confeience  in,  him,  who  is  allow’d,  to  take  the 
Benefit,  extends  no  further,  than  to  determine, 
whether  he  will  accept  it  upon  thofe  Conditions. 
And  to  challenge  the  Benefit,,  without  complying 
with  the  Conditions,  would  be,  to  rob  the  l  ro* 
prietor,  (  or  Feoffee  in  Truft, )  of  his  Property  ;  and 
Right  of  Difpofal, 


The  great  Defign,  of  Founding  this  School, 
was,  to  Educate  Minifters  in  our  own  Way,  and 
in  order  to  attain  this  End ;  the  Founders,  and 
their  Succejors,  apprehend  it  to  be  neceffary,  that 
the  Students,  fhould  ordinarily  attend,  upon  the  fame 
Way  of  Worfhip  :  and  fhould  they  give  up,  that , 
Law,  and  Order ;  the  College  would  ^rje  Defigns 
and  Purpofes,  contrary  to  that,  for  which  it  wa 
originally  Founded :  which,  in  Point  of  Confcten‘*' 
and  Fidelity,  to  their  Truft ;  they  camotper™\ 
And  in  this  Point,  the  College,  Exercifes,  no  kind 
of  Power,  or  Authority  ;  but  only  that,  which  R 
fults,  from  the  natural  Liberties ,  and  Privilege  ^ 
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all  free,  and  Voluntary  Societies  of  Men  ;  which  !q 
and  ermr’  ^  °Wn  amon8ft  therafelves  ; 

Benefits  XrT’  °  ‘hdr  0"'"  F"°m' 

r  Yet  the  Governors  of  the  College,  have  alwavs 
rreely  admitted,  Proteftants,  of  all  Denominations" 
to  enjoy  the  Benefit,  of  an  Education  in  it 
‘  y  attending  upon,  (  as  they  always  have  done  ) 
our  Way  of  Worfhip.;  while  they  are  there.  *■/ 

r  »  •  .  ..  4  *  ‘  - 

It  has  alfo  been  faid  ;  that,  all  the  Students  - 

2  ?  atte"d’  thc  Worfhip,  of  the  Church  of 
England  -,  or  lo  many  of  them,  as  fhall  fee  Caufe  • 
or,  as  their  Parents  fhall  order,  or  permit.  * 

i ? JTh.ar*  th.e  Churcl]  °f  England,  is  the  Eftablifhed 
Religion  of  this  Colony  ;  and  that  thofe,  who  do 
not  conform  to  it,  a  re  Scbifmaticks. 

a  ¥p0fn  „wbkb>  ic  ^as  b«n  confider’d,  that  the 

L  ,1°  rnr  uTnt’  m  the  Common  Prayer  Book, 
or  the  El  abhlhment,  of  the  Church  of  England# 

r^fPrt?yfiimiCtC4d’t0  and  Wales,  and  the* 

Town  of  Berwick,  upon  Tweed.  And,  it  is,  a  well- 

Known  Maxim  in  the  Law  ;  that  the  Statutes  of 
England,  do  not  extend  to  the  Plantations  ;  unlefs, 
they  are.  Exprefy  mentioned. 

(  ^bo“c  tbe  Re>gn  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  we  find 
unc  ty  tatutes,  relating  to  Religion,  Navigation,  &c: 

where,  the  Extent  of  them,  is  declared  in  thofe. 
Morels  ;  the  Realm  of  England,  and  the  Dominions 
r  -  erntones,  thereunto,  belonging.  And  fo  it  is,  in; 

the 


the  Aft  of  Union.  But  thefe  Words,  were  defigned, 
only,  to*  comprehend,  the  JJle  of  Man ,  Jerfie ,  and 
tthofe  fmall  JJlands ,  near  England  ;  but  were  never 
Extended  fo  far  Ireland  ;  much  lefs  to  the 
Plantations. 

After  the  Plantations  were  Settled ;  when  any 
Ad,  was  defigned  for  them,  thefe  Words  were 
ufed,  viz.  Plantations  in  America ,  Dominions  in 
America ,  or  beyond  Seas ,  or  fome  fuch  extenfive 
Terms.  And  no  Statute,  has  yet  been  produced, 
which  has  been  adualiy  extended  to,  and  executed 
in,  the  Plantations,  by  Virtue  of  thofe  Words,  Do¬ 
minions,  or  Territories  thereunto  belonging  :  And, 
it  is  prefum’d,  that  no  fuch  Ad,  can  be  pro¬ 
duced. 

It  has  alfo  been  faid  ;  that,  Governor  Tale ,  and 
Bifhop  Berkley ,  who  were  Church  Men,  made  large 
Donations ,  to  this  College. 

Upon  which,  it  has  been  confider’d  ;  that,  when 
any  Donation  is  given,  after  the  Foundation  is  laid, 
the  Law  prefumes,  that  it  was  the  Intention,  of  the 
Donors ,  that  their  Donations,  fhould  be  improved, 
according,  to  the  Defign,  of  the  Founders.  The 
Law  prefumes,  that  every  Man,  knows  the  Law, 
in  that  thing,  wherein  he  Ads  :  *  And  fince, 
by  Law,  the  Statutes  of  the  Founders,  cannot  be 
altered,  +  it  prefumes,  that  the  Donor,  had  not 
any  Defign  to  do  it.  And  there  is  not,  the  leaft 
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Reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Governor,  or  Bifliop, 
intended,  or  Expected,  that,  upon  their  Donations, 
any  alteration  fhould  be  made,  in  the  Laws  of 
the  College  •,  or  any  Deviation,  from  the  Defign*, 
of  the  Founders,  towards  the  Church  of  England , 
or  any  other  way. 

If  it  was  fo  ;  it  feems,  as  if  they  intended,  to 
Buy  the  College,  rather  than,  to  make  a  Donation , 
to  it.  And  if  there  was  Evidence,  that  they  made 
their  Donations,  upon  that  Condition  •,  the  College, 
would  Refign  them  back  again. 

And  fince,  there  is  not,  the  leaft  Reafon  to 
fuppofe  that,  they,  expedted,  or  defired,  that,  upon 
their  Donations,  any.  Alteration  (hould  be  made, 
in  the  Laws  of  College  ;  we  fee  no  Obligation 
to  do  it,  in  Point  of  Gratitude . 

i  ‘ '  1  * 

But  the  Incomes,  of  the  Farm,  at  Rhode - 

JJland ,  given  by  the  Bilhop  ;  were  appropriated, 

(  not  -ea+f-j  to  any  religious  Ufe,  )  but  to  the 
beft  Scholars  in  Latin ,  and  Greek  \  which  Appro¬ 
priation,  (  being  accepted  of,  upon  that  Con¬ 
dition,  )  fought  to  be  fac redly,  and  inviolably 
obferv’d  •,  as  well  as,  the  Defign  of  the  „ 
Founders. 

f  *  '  *  r  * 

Yet,  we  have  a  juft  Senfe,  of  the  Generofity, 
of  thofe  Gentlemen  ,  and  for  that,  and  many 
other  Reafon  s*  are  Willing  to  do,  all  that  we 
can,  to  gratify,  the  Gentlemen,  of  the.  Church  of 
England  ;  confidant  with  the  Defign,  and  Statutes, 
of  the  Founders  ,  and  particularly,  have  given  Li¬ 
berty 
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berty,  to  thofe  Students,  who  have  been  educated, 
in  the  Worthip,  of  the  Church  of  England  i  and 
are,  of  that  Communion  ;  to  be  abfent,  at  thofe 
Times,  when  the  Sacrament  is  Adminiftred,  in  that 
Church  ;  and  upon  Chriftmas  •,  and,  at  fome  fuch 
other  Times,  as  will  not  be,  an  Infraftion  upon, 
the  general,  and  fianding  Rules ,  of  College. 

It  has  been  further  faid,  that  there  are,  a 
Number  of  Church  Men,  in  this  Colony  ;  who,  in 
the  annual  public  Taxes,  contribute  fomething,  to¬ 
wards  the  Support,  of  the  College* 

Upon  which,  it  has  been  confider’d  ;  that,  when 
a  Community,  are  jointly,  at  fome  public  Charge  ^  , 
it  is  equitable,  that  the  Benefit,  of  each  Individual, 
lhould  be  confulted,  fo  far,  as  it  is  confident, 
with  the  general  Defign,  and  Good  of  the  whole, 
or  the  Majority.  And  tho’  it  is  impofiible,  that 
fuch  a  Benefit,  (hould  be  Mathematically  proporti¬ 
oned,  to  each  Individual  y  yet  this  College,  has  - 
educated,  as  many  Epifcopal  Minifters,  and  others, 
as  they  defired,  or  flood  in  need  of  ;  which  has 
been  a  fufficient  Compenfation,  for  their  Paying, 
about,  a  Half  Peny  Sterling,  per  Man  5  in  the 
annual  Support,  of  the  College. 

And,  it  may  Rill  continue  to  be,  as  fer  vice  able,  to  * 
the  Church  of  England,  as  it  has  been,  if  they 
pleafe  for  the  Orders  of  it,  remain  in  Subftance,  , 
juft  the  fame. 

It  may  further  be  confider’d,  that  this  College,  „ 
was  Founded,  and  in  a  good  meafure,  Indowed,  , 

rraa/i. 
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jnany  Years,  before  there  were  any  Donations  made, 
,  by  Church- Men  ;  or  fo  much,  as  one  Epifcopal 
Mihifter,  in  the  Colony.  And  if  Mens  contribu¬ 
ting,  fomething,  towards  the  Support  of  the  College  ; 
gives,  them  a  Right,  to  order,  what  Worlhip,  their 
Children  fliall  attend  upon,  while  at  College  ;  it 
gives,  the  fame  Right,  to  Parents,  of  all  other 
Denominations  ;  which  to  admit,  as  was  before 
Obferv’d,  would  defeat  the  Defign  of  the  Founders ; 
and  deftroyj  the  religious  Order,  of  the  College ; 
which  ought,  facredly>  to  be  obferved. 


